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2001, May 15, 2002, June 27, 2003, and September 28, 2004. However, the Applicants 
have not received acknowledgment of the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 
May 22, 2002 (received by PIPE June 3, 2002). The Advisory Action implies that the 
Applicants have not provided "a filing receipt showing the prior submission of the IDS 
form" (page 2, Paper No. 093005). However, along with the After Final Response filed 
September 1, 2005, the Applicants submitted a copy of the Information Disclosure 
Statement filed on May 22, 2002, together with a copy of the post card confirming 
receipt of the IDS at OIPE on June 3, 2002. As a courtesy to the Examiner, the 
Applicants again submit a copy of the post card confirming receipt of the IDS at OIPE 
on June 3, 2002. It is respectfully submitted that the above-referenced Information 
Disclosure Statement was properly filed on May 22, 2002, and should be accorded its 
filing date for the purposes of consideration and compliance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97 and 
1.98. The Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner provide an initialed copy of 
the Form PTO-1449 evidencing consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Claims 23-32 are pending in the present application, of which claim 23 is 
independent. For the reasons set forth in detail below, all claims are believed to be in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration is requested. 

Please incorporate by reference the arguments presented in the After Final 
Response filed September 1, 2005, and the Preliminary Amendment under 37 CFR § 
1.607 and Notification of Other Amendments Under 37 § 1.607 in Related Patent 
Applications filed April 30, 1997. 

The Advisory Action implies that the Applicants have not tailored their arguments 
to the present application (page 2, Paper No. 093005). Details as to why an 
interference should be declared between the present application and U.S. Patent No. 
5,561,075 to Nakazawa are presented in detail in the Preliminary Amendment. 

The Advisory Action asserts that "arguments submitted for an interference 
proceeding for a divisional do not constitute proper prosecution of the current 
Application and fail to specifically identify where the missing elements are in the current 
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application" (IdJ. Although it is not exactly clear what issue concerns the Examiner, it 
appears the Examiner may be taking issue with the header used on a chart that 
accompanied the Preliminary Amendment, such header identifying parent application 
Serial No. 08/504,225. The Applicants previously explained that the present 
specification is identical to the specification in the parent application, and that the 
descriptions of support for the claims in the present specification are equally applicable 
to the present specification. However, for some reason, this explanation was not 
deemed sufficient by the Examiner. In order to clarify the matter, the Applicants herein 
submit a chart showing support in the present application Serial No. 08/841 ,644 for 
each of the claims of the present application, which were substantially copied from U.S. 
Patent No. 5,561,075 to Nakazawa, for the purposes of provoking an interference with 
U.S. Patent No. 5,561,075 to Nakazawa (as noted previously, claims 23, 24 and 29-32 
are exactly the same as claims 1, 2 and 9-12 of Nakazawa '075; claims 25-28 are 
generally related to claims 3 and 6-8 of Nakazawa '075). 

For the reasons noted in detail in the above-referenced Preliminary Amendment, 
the Applicants respectfully request that they be designated senior party in a declaration 
of interference with respect to U.S. Patent No. 5,561 ,075 to Nakazawa. 
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable to place 
this application in better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Eric J. Robinson 
Reg. No. 38,285 

Robinson Intellectual Property Law Office, P.C. 
PMB 955 

21010 Southbank Street 
Potomac Falls, Virginia 20165 
(571)434-6789 
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